PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Attorney Docket No: LP-02-006 



In the Claims: L 

Please amend Claims 1-4 and 9-14 as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A retaining device for a pipe coupling or transition 
fitting of the typ e having a d e formabl e gripping memb e r ass e mbly including housing and a 
plurality of m e tal proj e ctions ext e nding inwardly th e r e from comprising: 

a radially deformable housing having an internal bore adapted to receive a pipe therein, 
said internal bore having an internal surface that includes a plurality of outwardly extending first 
projections; and 

a radially deformable gripping member having longitudinal and parallel axes, and first 
and second surfaces, said first surface being matingly similar to said housing internal surface, 
said gripping member including a plurality of apertures adapted to receive said outwardly 
extending first projections when said gripping member is disposed in said housing internal bore, . 
said gripping member further including a plurality of burst hole projections that extend . 
outwardly from said second surface, each of said burst hole projections having a plurality of 
walls, at least one of said walls having an orientation that is not parallel to said longitudinal and 
parallel axes of said gripping member, whereby said burst hole projections substantially restrict 
longitudinal and rotational movement of said pipe when engaged thereto . 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling or transition fitting as in claim The 
retaining device of Claim l x wherein said housing is annular with said proj e ctions e xt e nding 
circumf e rentially inwardly from said housing has a generally cylindrical shape . 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling or transition fitting as in claim The 
retaining device of Claim l x wherein said m e tal proj e ctions e xtend from a m e tal band, said m e tal 
band gripping member is fixedly [[held]] retained within said housing bore . 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in any on e of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim 3, wherein said m e tal band gripping member is 
[[held]] retained within the housing bore in a snap fit arrangement. 

Claim 5-8 (Deleted) 
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Claim 9. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling or transition fitting as in any ono of tho 
above claims The retaining device of Claim 1, wherein said burst hole projections are aligned in 
at least one annular row. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling or transition fitting as in clai m The 
retaining device of Claim 9 a wherein th e r e ar e said gripping member includes five annular rows 
e xt e nding of said burst hole projections that extend across said [[band]] gripping member . 

Claim 11. (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in any on e of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim 1, wherein said projections arc of at least a first 
plurality of said burst hole projections have different heights. 

Claim 12. (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in any on e of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim L wherein said housing [[is]] comprises a 
split-ring type housing[[,]] said m e tal band correspondingly shaped and siz e d to bo h e ld within 
said housing . 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling for conn e ction of a pip e , said coupling 
including; wherein a pipe is freely insertable into the coupling, comprising: 

a hollow body having an internal surface and external thread e xtending at l e ast in part 
th e ralong threads and having a tapered inner surface: 

a nut thr e adably e ngaging said body e xternal thr e ads, said nut having an int e rnal thread 
having internal threads co-operable with said body external threads at a first end and an 
outwardly converging inner tapered surface at a second end : and 

a deformable gripping member assembly having an outwardly conv e rging out e r surface 
and including radially inward projections circumf e rentially dispos e d in at l e ast ono row a 
housing and a gripping member, said housing having an internal port adapted to receive said 
gripping member therein, said housing port having an internal surface, said gripping member 
having longitudinal and parallel axes, and first and second surfaces, said first surface being 
matingly similar to said body internal surface, said gripping member including a plurality of 
burst hole projections that extend outwardly from said second surface, each of said burst hole 
projections having a plurality of walls, at least one of said walls having an orientation that is not 
parallel to said longitudinal and parallel axes of said gripping member. 



-7- 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Attorney Docket No: LP-02-006 

Claim 9. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling or transition fitting as in any on e of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim 1, wherein said burst hole projections are aligned in 
at least one annular row. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in claim The 
retaining device of Claim 9 A wherein th e r e ar e said gripping member includes five annular rows 
e xt e nding of said burst hole projections that extend across said [[band]] gripping member . 

Claim 1 1. (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in any one of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim 1, wherein said proj e ctions ar e of at least a first 
plurality of said burst hole projections have different heights. 

Claim 12: (Currently Amended) A pip e coupling or transition fitting as in any on e of tho 
abov e claims The retaining device of Claim 1, wherein said housing [[is]] comprises a 
split-ring type housing [[,]] said m e tal band corr e spondingly shap e d and siz e d to b e h e ld within 
said housing . 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) A pipe coupling for conn e ction of a pipo, said coupling 
including; wherein a pipe is freely insertable into the coupling, comprising: 

a hollow body having an int e rnal surfac e and external thr e ad e xtending at l e ast in part 
th e ralong threads and having a tapered inner surface; 

a nut thr e adably e ngaging said body e xt e rnal thr e ads, said nut having at on e end an 
int e rnal thr e ad having internal threads co-operable with said body external thread at a first end * 
and an outwardly converging inner tapered surface at a second end ; and 

a deformable gripping member assembly having an outwardly conv e rging out e r surface 
and including radially inward proj e ctions circumf e r e ntially disposed in at l e ast on e row a 
housing and a gripping member, said housing having an internal port adapted to receive said 
gripping member therein, said housing port having an internal surface, said gripping member 
having longitudinal and parallel axes, and first and second surfaces, said first surface being 
matingly similar to said body internal surface, said gripping member including a plurality of 
burst hole projections that extend outwardly from said second surface, each of said burst hole 
projections having a plurality of walls, at least one of said walls having an orientation that is not 
parallel to said longitudinal and parallel axes of said gripping member, 
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wherein upon tightening of said nut, said nut isae* tapered inner surface abuts against and 
exerts a force on said first surface of said gripping m e mb e rs outer outfac e member feeth in the 
substantially longitudinal and radial directions to thereby cause the said gripping member to be 
urged both radially and longitudinally into said body and ther e by fixedly r e tain said pipe when 
said pipe is inserted into said coupling, whereby said gripping member substantially restricts 
longitudinal and rotational movement of said pipe . 

Claim 14. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The pipe coupling as in claim of Claim 13 a 
wherein said gripping m e mb e r ass e mbly includ e s a body having a locking moans adapted to 
engag e and hold a m e tal band, said m e tal band including the plurality of inwardly dir e cted 
proj e ctions burst hole projections are aligned in at least one annular row . 

Please add new Claims 15-18 as follows: 

Claim 15. (New) The pipe coupling of Claim 14, wherein said gripping member 
includes five annular rows of said burst hole projections that extend across said gripping 
member. 

1 1 

Claim 16. (New) The pipe coupling of Claim 13, wherein at least a first plurality of said 
burst hole projections have different heights. 

Claim 17. (New) The pipe coupling of Claim 13, wherein said housing internal surface 
includes a plurality of outwardly extending projections. 

Claim 18. (New) The pipe coupling of Claim 17, wherein said gripping member 
includes a plurality of apertures adapted to receive said housing projections when said gripping 
member is disposed in said housing internal port. 



